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] ROMANENTHUSI-
ast's point of view,

, the 2011 XC60 T6
R-Design ls at the top oI the
Voivo crossover food chain.
With 300 hp and 325 lb-ft of
torque, the turbocharged 3.0-

liter six joins forces with a

six-speed automatic trans-
mission and Volvo's vaunted
preloaded lnstant Traction
all-whee1-drive system to
provide spirited driving both
on and off the road. A stiffer
chassis and more direct steer-

ing aid the cause. Arld i{ you
never use the full comple-
ment of "Driving Assists"-
which includes "City
Sa{ety" (a closing-velocity

sensor system that helps
prevent 1ow-speed collisions
in traffic)-it's nice to know
that the systems are there.

Sti1l readily identifiable
as a Volvo, the XC60 T5
R-Design is sportier and hip-
per than its relatives. For ex-

ample, the vertical taillights
melt into the car's rear
flanks as though in tribute

to Salvador Dali. Color-
marched lower body mold-
ings, 2O-inch Cratus alloy
wheels, a metallic-themed
interior, twin chrome
tailpipes and silk-metal-
finish outside mirror hous-

ings, trim moldings and skid
plates are among the other
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TO STEAL AN AD

slogan from another
product back in the

day, Volvo has "come

a long way, baby," as

evidenced not only

by worth-a-second-
glance models such

as the 560 and the

C30 but also by

its latest batch of
crossovers. But de-

spite massive strides

in pedormance and

styling-the XC60
looks, dare we say,

sexy-Volvo is still a

brand that exudes

safety and practicali-

ty, a combination that

attracts enough buy-

ers to warrant three

separate crossovers:

the XC60, the XC70
and the XC90.

We recently got
to experience all

three on a four-day

road kip from Los

Angeles to Gateway,
Colo., ample time to
get up close and per-

sonal. The verdict:
While each has its

own distinct person"

ality, there's a com-

mon denominator of
understated luxury

and comfort com-

bined with an arsenal

of technology that in-

spires the driver to
venture forlh, whatev-

er the terrain or the

weather. When you

punch a rugged itin-

erary into the nav sys-

tem, you expect the

computer voice to

reply, "No problem,

we can do that." -DK
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